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Preparing Your Family for El Niño
[School name] | [Date]
What to Expect
Forecasters expect a strong El Niño this fall and winter. Depending on where you live, storms may bring flash flooding, street flooding, mudslides, high surf, strong wind, and power outages. [Describe the impacts expected in your area and the period of highest risk, based on your National Weather Service forecast.] Impacts usually build gradually before the peak.
What to Prepare Now
· Update your contact information with the school office: [Phone or link].
· Confirm who is authorized to pick up your child and make sure the school has their names.
· Sign up for local emergency alerts: [Link for your county].
· Check hazards at your address with your state emergency management agency's hazard lookup. In California, use Cal OES MyHazards.
· Make a family plan: where you will meet, who will pick up children, and who is your out-of-area contact.
· Build a kit: water, food, medications, flashlight, batteries, phone charger, copies of key documents, and supplies for pets.
· Clear gutters and drains at home and know where to get sandbags.
Staying Informed
· The school will send messages by [Channels]. Check [Website or app] for updates.
· Local forecasts and warnings: your local National Weather Service office at weather.gov.
· Be careful with headlines. Trace forecasts back to NOAA or the National Weather Service.
If Severe Weather Affects School
· We will tell you about closures and delays by [Time] and by [Channels].
· If conditions are unsafe where you live, keep your child home and contact [Phone or email].
· Never drive through flooded roads. Turn around, do not drown.
If Something Happens During the School Day
· Do not rush to campus. Extra traffic can block emergency vehicles and unsafe roads put you at risk.
· Follow instructions from the school. We will tell you where and how to pick up your child.
· Bring a photo ID. Students are released only to authorized adults.
· Keep phone lines open for urgent needs. Wait for our updates before calling.
If Your Family is Affected
If your home is damaged or your family needs help with food, housing, or counseling, tell us. Contact [Name, role] at [Phone or email]. We will connect you with community and local resources where we can.
Talking With Children
· Share simple facts and tell them what the family and school are doing to keep them safe.
· Listen to their questions and worries.
· Keep routines as steady as possible.
· Let the school know if your child is having a hard time. Counseling support is available at [Contact].
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